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Module  2 focuses  on  reading  and  interpreting  stories  and  poems  as  well  as  on  reviewing  basic 
concepts  of  grammar  and  sentence  structure.  In  the  first  section,  students  read  several  selections 
related  to  the  theme  of  identity;  in  the  second  section,  this  theme  is  extended  to  the  desire  to 
belong. 

Section  1 : Who  Are  You? 

Many  of  the  activities  in  this  section  are  linked  by  a common  theme.  As  the  students  reflect  on 
the  theme,  they  should  develop  other  skills.  Note:  The  focus  on  word  choices  in  these  first  three 
activities  prepares  students  to  do  the  first  assignment  question,  a descriptive  composition. 

Students  are  asked  to  choose  a familiar  person,  place,  or  thing  as  a topic.  Assist  your  student  by 
discussing  possible  topics,  and  encourage  him  or  her  to  use  a dictionary  and  perhaps  a thesaurus 
to  help  with  selecting  effective  words. 

• In  Activity  1,  students  learn  to  recognize  several  literary  techniques  and  devices,  such  as 
narrator,  narrative  hook,  motif,  and  imagery.  The  questions  direct  students’  attention  to 
significant  aspects  of  the  text  so  that  they’ll  improve  reading  comprehension  and 
interpretation  skills.  Encourage  your  student  to  read  each  literary  selection  slowly  and 
carefully.  If  possible,  discuss  the  selection  before  the  student  attempts  the  questions. 

• Activity  2 provides  information  on  the  parts  of  speech.  An  understanding  of  how  words  are 
classified  and  used  is  an  important  foundation  for  more  difficult  language  lessons  in  future 
modules.  Most  grade  nine  students  will  be  familiar  with  the  parts  of  speech,  so  this  activity 
will  be  a review  for  them.  Students  who  aren’t  familiar  with  this  information  may  need 
extra  help,  which  can  be  found  in  the  Junior  High  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 

• In  Activity  3,  students  look  at  the  use  of  language  in  several  poems.  For  some  students, 
poetry  can  be  difficult  to  read  and  understand.  Encourage  your  student  to  read  each  poem  at 
least  twice  (once  out  loud).  Since  most  poems  are  written  in  sentences,  students  should 
learn  to  pay  attention  to  the  punctuation  marks  because  they  indicate  where  ideas  begin  and 
end. 

• Activity  4 focuses  on  the  skills  of  viewing  and  representing  (communicating  nonverbally). 
After  looking  at  an  art  essay  in  Crossroads  9,  students  are  asked  as  an  assignment  question 
to  create  a representation  related  to  their  identity.  Before  doing  this  question,  students  may 
need  to  do  some  research  into  their  family  or  cultural  backgrounds.  Encourage  your  student 
to  interview  older  family  members,  look  through  photo  albums,  and  examine  other  family 
documents  or  records.  Of  course,  a representation  isn’t  a history;  it  can’t  include  most  or  all 
of  the  important  events  of  a family.  The  student  should  select  a few  events,  items,  or 
symbols  to  represent  his  or  her  identity. 
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Section  2:  Belonging 

The  activities  in  this  section  concentrate  on  using  language  in  a way  that  does  not  ridicule,  hurt, 
or  exclude  other  people.  Students  use  their  knowledge  to  write  a news  story. 

• In  the  first  two  activities,  students  learn  how  language  can  be  used  in  negative  ways — to 
insult,  humiliate,  and  exclude.  Students  then  asked  to  create  a poster  or  comic  strip  to  teach 
other  students  about  the  cruelty  of  ridicule  and  harassment.  Students  need  to  be  aware  that 
using  language  and  violence  against  others  is  unacceptable  behaviour  that  may  have 
dangerous  and  tragic  consequences. 

• Activities  3 and  4 develop  students’  awareness  that  people  perceive  situations  in  different 
ways  depending  on  their  age,  experience,  and  values.  The  emphasis  in  these  activities  is  on 
trying  to  understand  the  other  person’s  perspective.  The  stories  in  Crossroads  9 offer 
opportunities  to  discuss  the  different  attitudes  and  opinions  of  the  characters.  As  students 
read  these  stories,  they  should  also  learn  more  about  literary  devices  and  techniques  and 
improve  their  reading  skills.  Students  are  then  asked  to  write  a short  continuation  of  one 
story  to  demonstrate  their  ability  to  create  an  effective  narrative. 

• The  last  activity  in  this  section  shows  students  how  news  stories  are  written.  After  looking 
at  a sample  news  story  and  gaining  awareness  that  news  stories  can  be  biased  or  slanted, 
students  are  asked  to  transform  one  of  the  fictional  stories  into  a news  story.  Before  your 
student  does  this  assignment  question,  encourage  him  or  her  to  read  other  news  stories, 
identify  the  various  parts,  and  consider  whether  the  story  is  slanted.  Also,  review  the 
assessment  criteria  in  the  Assignment  Booklet  with  your  student. 
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ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  9 - MODULE  2:  ALL  THAT  I AM 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments  in 
the  Assignment  Booklets. 

There  are  two  section  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet.  The  value  of  each 
assignment  is  stated  in  the  left  margin.  This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  55  marks  out 
of  the  total  100  marks  for  Module  2. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  are  having  difficulties,  review  the  appropriate  section 
before  completing  the  assignment. 

You  may  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  questions.  If 
you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  Who  Are  You? 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the 
appropriate  places. 

1.  In  Section  1,  you  studied  descriptive  writing  and  the  creation  of  imagery  through  the 
use  of  sensory  language.  You  saw  that  good  writers  select  words  carefully  to  activate 
the  reader’s  imagination. 

Recall  that  many  descriptions  are  subjective  rather  than  objective.  In  other  words, 
writers  describe  people  or  objects  from  a particular  viewpoint  or  perception;  writers 
add  their  feelings  to  their  writing.  The  description  may  suggest  approval,  admiration, 
disgust,  anger,  or  amusement.  In  “The  Jade  Peony,”  for  example,  the  narrator’s 
description  of  his  grandmother  shows  his  love  for  her.  (An  objective  description  gives 
only  real  and  observable  details,  such  as  designs,  colours,  sizes,  and  so  on.) 

Select  a person,  place,  or  thing  that’s  familiar  to  you.  Write  a description 
approximately  one  page  in  length.  To  make  your  description  more  interesting,  choose 
a topic  that  you  feel  strongly  about,  such  as  a person  you  admire,  a place  you  like  or 
dislike,  or  even  a prized  possession.  It  doesn’t  matter  what  you  write  about.  All  that 
matters  is  that  it’s  something,  someone,  or  some  place  that’s  important  to  you. 

Choose  your  words  carefully.  Remember  what  you’ve  studied  about  word  choice  and 
imagery  in  this  section.  Use  your  dictionary  and  thesaurus  to  help  you.  Review  the 
following  writing  hints  and  assessment  criteria  before  you  start  writing. 
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Writing  Hints 

Before  you  begin,  remember  what  you  learned  about  the  writing  process  in  Module  1. 
Here  are  some  suggestions  to  help  you: 

• Generate  ideas  by  making  a list,  drawing  a web,  talking  with  someone,  or  taking 
time  to  make  some  observations. 

• Brainstorm  to  find  several  descriptive  words  and  phrases. 

• Organize  your  ideas  into  an  outline. 

• Draft  your  composition.  (Even  though  this  isn’t  an  essay,  you  still  need  a 
beginning,  middle,  and  end.) 

• Revise  and  edit  your  work.  Have  you  used  the  most  effective  words  to  describe 
your  person,  place,  or  thing? 

• Make  a polished  copy  to  submit  for  assessment. 

Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  an  assignment  like  this.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting 
your  description. 


I’ve  used  a method  that  works  for  me  to  generate  ideas  and  I’ve  chosen 
an  appropriate  topic. 

I’ve  used  an  outline  to  organize  my  ideas. 

I’ve  revised  and  edited  my  work  and  paid  attention  to  my  word  choices. 

My  composition  has  a beginning,  a middle,  and  an  ending. 

I’ve  proofread  my  polished  copy. 

My  composition  conveys  my  feelings  about  the  subject  described. 

I’m  pleased  with  my  composition. 
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Assessment  Criteria 

Thought  and  Detail  (Ideas)  (5  marks) 

• interesting  composition 

• appropriate  topic  or  subject 

Writing  Skills  (5  marks) 

• beginning,  middle,  and  ending 

• effective,  descriptive  words 

• errors  in  spelling,  capitalization,  punctuation,  grammar,  and  sentence 
structure  corrected 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 


English  Language  Arts  9 - Module  2 


4 


Assignment  Booklet  2A 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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2.  a.  When  you  studied  Michele  Wood’s  paintings  in  the  art  essay  “Going  Back 

Home,”  you  thought  about  how  she  represented  her  identity  through  her  art.  Now 
it’s  time  to  create  a representation  of  your  identity.  You  may  use  a web,  or  you 
may  draw  and/or  paint  a picture.  Or,  you  may  assemble  a one-page  collage. 

Make  your  representation  colourful  and  lively  to  show  the  kind  of  person  you  are. 
You  may  use  your  own  paper  or  the  page  provided  here.  (If  you  use  your  own 
paper,  clearly  label  it  with  your  name,  the  course  name,  and  assignment  number.) 


Assessment  Criteria 

• a colourful  and  lively  representation 

• several  details  to  illustrate  identity 
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Visual  Representation  of  Myself 
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b.  When  you’ve  finished  your  visual  representation,  write  a one-page  explanation  of 
it,  similar  to  the  one  on  page  28  in  Crossroads. 

Assessment  Criteria 

• explanation  of  why  features  included 

• explanation  edited  to  correct  errors  in  spelling,  punctuation, 
capitalization,  grammar,  and  sentence  structure 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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3.  In  this  section,  you  read  four  poems  on  pages  22  to  25  of  Crossroads.  In  a short 
composition,  identify  the  poem  you  like  the  most  and  then  explain  why  you  like  it.  In 
your  response,  consider  the  poem’s  mood,  the  imagery,  and  other  poetic  techniques 
(for  example,  similes,  metaphors,  personification)  used  by  the  poet.  Describe  what 
the  poem  says  to  you;  try  to  explain  why  it  speaks  particularly  to  you — that  is,  what  it 
is  about  the  poem  that  relates  to  the  person  you  are? 

Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  an  assignment  like  this.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting 
your  composition. 


I’ve  identified  a poem  and  explained  why  it  appeals  to  me. 

I’ve  discussed  the  poem’s  mood,  imagery,  and  other  techniques. 

I’ve  explained  why  the  poem  speaks  particularly  to  me. 

My  response  has  a beginning,  a middle,  and  an  ending. 

I’ve  made  effective  word  choices. 

I’ve  proofread  my  response  and  corrected  errors  in  spelling,  punctuation, 
grammar,  and  sentence  structure. 

I’m  pleased  with  my  composition. 

Assessment  Criteria 

| HhIM ' 1 

Thought  and  Detail  (Ideas)  (3  marks) 

I : | 1 ■ : ' ■ 111111 1 | : ' ||  || 

• poem  identified  and  appeal  explained 

.t ' ■ : . i ..  ■ » ■ . . ' ; * 

• discussion  of  the  poem’s  mood,  imagery,  and  other  poetic  techniques 

• explanation  of  what  the  poem  says  to  you  and  why  it  speaks  particularly  to 

the  person  you  are 

| H|  1 I BHB  jj  1 |H| 

Writing  Skills  (2  marks) 

• beginning,  middle,  and  ending 

■ 

• effective  word  choices 

• errors  in  spelling,  punctuation,  grammar,  and  sentence  structure  corrected 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 


English  Language  Arts  9 - Module  2 


11 


Assignment  Booklet  2A 


English  Language  Arts  9 - Module  2 


12 


Assignment  Booklet  2A 


Section  2 Assignment:  Belonging 

1.  One  of  the  things  you  looked  at  in  Section  2 is  how  news  stories  are  written.  Before 
you  do  this  assignment,  review  the  information  on  news  stories  in  Activity  5.  A 
sample  news  story  is  included  in  that  activity.  You  also  read  about  writing  a news 
story  in  Crossroads  on  page  43.  As  well,  your  Junior  High  English  Language  Arts 
Handbook  has  information  on  how  to  write  a news  story. 

A fictional  story  can  be  transformed  into  a news  story.  To  do  this,  you  might  have  to 
add  some  information  and  omit  some  parts  of  the  story. 

a.  Pretend  you’re  a reporter.  Use  the  story  “On  the  Sidewalk  Bleeding”  or  “Borders” 
as  a basis  for  a news  story.  Here  are  some  suggestions  to  consider: 

• Who  would  you  interview  to  get  information  for  the  story?  (You  might  have 
to  add  names,  ages,  and  addresses  to  make  your  story  realistic.) 

• Write  some  questions  for  each  person  you  would  interview.  Then  write 
some  possible  answers  that  you  think  the  person  would  give.  Be  sure  that 
the  characters’  answers  are  consistent  with  what  you  know  about  their 
personalities. 

• Will  your  story  have  a slant  (bias),  or  will  you  try  to  be  objective?  If  there  is 
a slant,  what  will  it  be? 

• Don’t  forget  to  follow  the  inverted-pyramid  structure  used  for  news  stories. 

• Revise  and  edit  your  work  so  that  your  story  looks  as  though  it  could  be 
published. 

• Don’t  forget  a headline. 

• You  may  include  a byline. 

Before  you  start  writing,  review  the  assessment  criteria. 
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Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  an  assignment  like  this.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting 
your  news  story. 


I’ve  included  the  essential  information. 

I’ve  included  details. 

I’ve  included  information  from  interviews. 

I’ve  used  the  inverted-pyramid  structure  for  my  story. 

I’ve  given  my  story  a headline. 

I’ve  made  effective  word 

choices. 

I’ve  edited  and  proofread  my  story  properly. 

I’m  pleased  with  my  story. 

Assessment  Criteria 

Thought  and  Detail  (Ideas)  (5  marks) 

• interesting  story 

• essential  information 

• details 

• information  from  interviews 
Organization  (3  marks) 

• inverted-pyramid  format 

• headline 

• attention  attracted  by  first  sentence 
Writing  Skills  (2  marks) 

• effective  word  choices 
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• news  story  edited  to  correct  errors  in  spelling,  capitalization,  punctuation, 
grammar,  and  sentence  structure 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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b.  Once  you’ve  written  your  story,  pretend  that  you’re  a radio  or  television 
newscaster  and  record  yourself  reading  your  story  on  audiotape  (or  use  some 
other  recording  technology  that  your  teacher  will  accept).  You  haven’t  yet  had 
instruction  in  this  area,  but  you  were  asked  in  Activity  5 to  listen  to  newscasts. 
Try  to  imitate  the  style  of  professional  broadcasters.  Review  the  assessment 
criteria  before  your  taping. 

When  you’ve  taped  your  “newscast,”  label  your  audiocassette  (or  whatever 
medium  you  used)  fully  and  clearly  and  submit  it  with  this  Assignment  Booklet 
for  a grading. 


Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do 
everything  you  should  for  an  assignment  like  this.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before 
submitting  your  recording. 


My  voice  is  loud  enough  and  has  an  appropriate  tone. 

1 enunciated  my  words  clearly. 

The  speed  of  my  delivery  is  appropriate— not  too  fast  but  not  too  slow. 

I’ve  used  pauses  and  pacing  effectively. 

I’ve  used  my  voice  to  add  emphasis  where  appropriate. 

I’m  pleased  with  my  recording. 

Assessment  Criteria 

• volume  and  tone  of  voice 

• clarity 

• speed  of  delivery 

• effective  use  of  pacing  and  pauses 

• effective  emphasis 
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2.  One  of  the  pieces  of  literature  you  read  in  Section  2 is  the  story  “Kath  and  Mouse.” 
Write  a short  continuation  of  this  story.  You  can  write  it  from  Kevin’s  point  of  view 
(like  the  original),  or  you  can  pick  another  viewpoint — such  as  Kath’s,  Helen’s,  or 
that  of  an  omniscient  storyteller.  Your  sequel  should  be  about  two  pages  in  length. 
Don’t  forget  to  revise  and  edit. 

Before  you  start,  think  about  the  following  ideas: 

• Will  Kath  change  as  a result  of  her  experience? 

• Will  Helen  forgive  Kath? 

• Will  Helen  be  accepted  by  the  other  students  after  Christine’s  invitation? 

Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  an  assignment  like  this.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting 
your  continuation  of  the  story. 


I’ve  written  an  interesting  story. 

My  story  has  a theme. 

I’ve  used  a consistent  point  of  view  in  my  story. 

My  story  has  a beginning,  a middle,  and  an  ending. 

I’ve  made  effective  word  choices. 

I’ve  edited  and  proofread  my  story  properly. 

I’m  pleased  with  my  story. 

_ Vj  ; 

Assessment  Criteria 
Thought  and  Detail  (5  marks) 

• complements  the  original  story 

• interesting  story 

• theme  and  consistent  point  of  view 
Writing  Skills  (5  marks) 

• beginning,  middle,  and  ending 

• effective  word  choices 

• story  edited  to  correct  errors  in  spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization, 
grammar,  and  sentence  structure 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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3.  In  Section  2,  you  thought  about  the  idea  of  belonging.  You  also  saw  that  language 
can  be  used  as  a weapon  to  hurt  or  exclude  other  people. 

Use  your  own  paper  to  create  a poster  or  a comic  strip  on  this  topic.  Your  intended 
audience  is  other  Grade  9 students.  The  purpose  is  to  remind  the  students  of  the 
cruelty  of  ridicule  and  harassment. 

Poster:  If  you  choose  to  do  a poster,  remember  that  posters  must  have  a strong  visual 
impact  to  be  effective.  If  possible,  use  a large  piece  of  paper;  but  remember,  it  must 
be  submitted  for  a grading.  This  may  mean  having  to  fold  it,  roll  it,  or  submit  a good 
photograph  of  it.  Your  poster  should  contain  a verbal  message  as  well  as  a visual  one. 
The  verbal  message  should  be  brief  but  forceful. 

Label  your  poster  or  photo  of  your  poster  fully  and  clearly  (on  the  back)  with  your 
name,  the  course  name,  and  assignment  number. 

Comic  Strip:  If  you  choose  to  create  a comic  strip,  review  the  material  in  Activity  3 
from  question  2 on.  You  might  also  read  pages  192  and  193  of  Crossroads  (you’ll  be 
looking  at  these  pages  again  in  a later  module). 

If  you  have  access  to  a CD-ROM  drive,  watch  the  segment  Principles  of  Design  on 
the  English  Language  Arts  9 CD-ROM.  It  might  help  with  some  of  the  basic 
principles  of  design,  such  as  colour,  graphics,  and  format. 

Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  you  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  an  assignment  like  this.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting 
your  poster. 


My  poster  or  comic  strip  has  a strong  visual  impact. 

My  poster  or  comic  strip  conveys  an  appropriate  message. 

I’ve  spelled  everything  correctly. 

My  work  is  done  neatly  and  carefully. 

I’m  pleased  with  my  poster  or  comic  strip. 

Assessment  Criteria 

• strong  visual  impact 

• appropriate  message 

• clear  and  correctly  spelled  verbal  message 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 


The  Student’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  a student  registered  at  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre.  If  the 
student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student’s  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a 
home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling  coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the 
assignment  results. 


STUDENT’S  DECLARATION 

• I have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

• I have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• I completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself. 


Student’s  Signature 


SUPERVISOR’S  DECLARATION 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by 

Student’s  Name 

I also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor’s  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in 
the  following  space. 
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